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I. The disappointment gap.
II. David’s reality.

(2 Samuel 13-18)

III. David’s disappointment.
2 Samuel 15:13-16 (NLT) A messenger soon arrived in
Jerusalem to tell David, “All Israel has joined Absalom in a
conspiracy against you!” 14 “Then we must flee at once, or
it will be too late!” David urged his men. “Hurry! If we get
out of the city before Absalom arrives, both we and the
city of Jerusalem will be spared from disaster.” 15 “We are
with you,” his advisers replied. “Do what you think is best.”
16
So the king and all his household set out at once. He
left no one behind except ten of his concubines to look
after the palace.
Psalm 31:9-11 (NLT) Have mercy on me, LORD, for I am
in distress. Tears blur my eyes. My body and soul are
withering away. 10 I am dying from grief; my years are
shortened by sadness. …I am wasting away from within.
11
I am scorned by all my enemies and despised by my
neighbors— even my friends are afraid to come near me.
When they see me on the street, they run the other way.

IV. David’s response.
Psalm 31:14-15 (MSG) Desperate {and in spite of it all}, I
throw myself on you: you are my God! 15 Hour by hour I
place my days in your hand, safe from the hands out to
get me.
Psalm 31:19-24 (NLT) How great is the goodness you
have stored up for those who fear you. You lavish it on
those who come to you for protection, blessing them
before the watching world. 20 You hide them in the shelter
of your presence, safe from those who conspire against
them. You shelter them in your presence, far from
accusing tongues. 22 In panic I cried out, “I am cut off from
the LORD!” But you heard my cry for mercy and answered
my call for help. 23 …. the LORD protects those who are
loyal to him, but he harshly punishes the arrogant. 24 So
be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in
the LORD!
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